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divinities, in whom it establishes all the
power and authority of prayer; and thus
causes the soul to repose in the Gods, as
in a never failing port. But from these
three terms, in which all the divine
measures are contained, suppliant adora-
tion not only conciliates to us the friendship
of the Gods, but supernally extends to
us three fruits, being as it were three
Hesperian apples of gold. The first of
these pertains to illumination ; the second
to a communion of operation ; but through
the energy of the third we receive a
perfect plenitude of divine fire ....
No operation, however, in sacred concerns,
can succeed without the intervention of
prayer. Lastly, the continual exercise of
prayer nourishes the vigour of our intellect,
and renders the receptacle of the soul far
more capacious for the communications of
the Gods. It likewise is the divine key,
which opens to men the penetralia of the
Gods ; accustoms us to the splendid rivers
of supernal light; in a short time perfects
our inmost recesses, and disposes them for
the ineffable embrace and contact of the
Gods; and does not desist till it raises us